
 
 

 We have been watching a slow metamorphosis as the ladies in the class begin to really understand how to 

move through the internet. To fully understand the ribbon and to become comfortable using the mouse 

and the tools that are available on the computer.  It has been an amazing transformation listening to them 

talk using the correct terminology, watching them help one another to move from one task to another.  As 

a teacher I feel good because I know where they started and what it took for them to become committed to 

learning how to use this tool. 

 

Today we opened Pinterest accounts for everyone.  The giggles as they discovered new boards that they 

wanted to investigate.  Their board interest are as unique as each person personality. They had an 

opportunity to record a password in their Password books that we made for them earlier.  Another aspect 

of their learning is how intent they are about keeping accurate notes of each session so they can practice 

in between sessions. 

 

One discovery was that one participant felt she did not want to learn all of these other applications of the 

computer, but she is the one in the class that remembers the process of doing operations the best.  I think 

it’s just feel and apprehension about new materials that give her pause.  I just reassured her that even 

when she began to learn to drive she was not a pro at driving and learning to understand and use the 

computer has the same principal.  It takes time and practice to get to be effective at any task and over time 

with consistent use they will get better.  The instructor and I pointed out to them just how far they have 

progressed since we began.  Sometimes it pays to look back from where you started and to review where 

you are today.  They had to admit they had grown a lot and felt more comfortable with the computer than 

ever before. 

 

Through their learning I have learned so much as well.  I spend more time researching information and 

techniques along with helping the main instructor in preparing the lesson plans.  It is our plan to have 

links that they can click on that will take them to other sites and information on past lessons to help keep 

them fresh and to refresh on information we discussed in past lessons. 

 

If someone would have told me I would be on this journey just five years ago I would have scoffed at 

them and said “no way” but I am learning new techniques and tools the more I work with this class along 

with my own personal adventure through the educational technology classes I am taking. 

 

Many educational psychologist have studied how young child learn such as Vygotsky (Vygotsky, 1978), 

and Skinner (Skinner, 1969) (Skinner, The science of learning and the art of teaching., 1954); we have 

been able to apply the principles of these educational theorist to our adult population because learning is 

learning no matter what the age level.  The processes used of getting from beginning to end is the same. 
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